History of The Little Mermaid

Undine by Friedrich de La Motte Fouque

· Tale of a mermaid, an undine, who falls in love with a knight.

· The plot is not similar to Hans Christian Andersen or Disney’s tale, though there are similar aspects to the story:


· Willful, stubborn mermaid that is determined to go on her own adventures.

· The mermaid has a deep secret to keep from her prince/ knight.

Contrasts of Hans Christian Andersen’s and Walt Disney’s Tale



 Andersen




        Disney
- Cared for by Grandmother


- Cared for by a crab, Sebastian

- Father is mentioned, but does not play

- Father is a central character 


an integral role

-Focus on the mermaids lack of an 

-Focus is mainly on marrying the 
eternal soul and acquisition of one 

prince




     
by marrying a human

- Sea witch is a facilitator, not a villain 

- Witch is acting as a villain with 







hopes of acquiring the 








kingdom

- Very serious consequences if she cannot
- Time limit to kiss the prince, but 


make the prince love her


not consequences are not as serious 







if she cannot

- The Little Mermaid’s sisters attempt

- Saved in the end by the prince and 

to save her in the end



father
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